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…young people creating prosperous futures in rural industry

FFN Thinks Big in SA!

The Future Farmers Network (FFN) is a big believer in thinking big.  When deciding to promote their national network in various states, SA representatives decided what better way than to hold a one day workshop focused on growing, diversifying and managing a primary industry business.
The result is the “Think Big – Commodities, Consumers and Value Chains” workshop on 22 September 2008 in Adelaide, aimed at young people managing or involved in primary production and agri-business.  Working with the State Government and the State Government Drought Response Young Farmers Drought Program, FFN will host an event where you can listen to innovative business guest speakers, work with industry consultants, participate in round table discussions and network with peers.
“The agricultural industry is more complex than ever before, and the need for clever marketing and diversification is greater than in the past” believes FFN Administration Officer Rebecca Williams.  “Many young people are unsure how to access knowledge and experience in these areas and this event should provide an opportunity to do this in a hands-on environment.” 
Professor Andrew Fearne, Adelaide’s Thinker in Residence, will participate in round table discussions at the “Think Big” workshop, to help prioritise actions for progressing young farmers and professionals in primary industries.  Also, four inspiring SA business representatives will speak on their involvement and how they achieved success in the industry.  The day will conclude with a three course dinner and guest speaker.
FFN is a not-for-profit organisation run by young people who are primary producers or are employed in the rural sector and aims to bring together young people who share a vision for their continued involvement in agriculture. It does so through online access and forums, enabling effective communication between members.

“Our network is primarily online, which is convenient with today’s busy lifestyles and the sheer size of our country, but face-to-face interaction with other young people in the industry is great when the opportunity presents itself” said Ms Williams.  “We would really like to develop an enthusiastic group of members in SA, and this event is just the beginning of what we hope to achieve for this group”.
FFN are offering to sponsor eight people to attend the workshop, covering half of the $80 registration fee for each person.  Applicants need to provide a brief paragraph to FFN about their involvement in the agricultural industry and what they hope to gain from attending “Think Big” by 7 September 2008.  FFN are also giving away three door prizes on the day, kindly donated by gold sponsor Suncorp Agribusiness.
Registrations for the “Think Big” workshop close 10 September 2008.  For more information on the workshop, the Future Farmers Network, or to arrange an interview, please contact Rebecca Williams on 0414 844 425 or email admin@futurefarmers.com.au. 
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