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…young people creating prosperous futures in rural industry

15 September 2009
FFN Chair to discuss future farmers at CEDA Conference
The Committee for Economic Development of Australia (CEDA) will hold a conference focused on the ‘Future of the Farm’ in Adelaide on Friday 18 September 2009.

James Caracoussis, Chair of Future Farmers Network (FFN), has been invited to address the forum and provide an overview of the challenges and opportunities facing the rural sector, particularly the next generation of farmers.
“The issues affecting farmers now, compared to the next 5 – 50 years are going to change dramatically.  For example, in the next decade we will look to now include climate change related accountability systems we have never seen the rural industry exposed to before,” Mr Caracoussis said.

FFN, whose goal is to support young people as they pursue or continue a career in the rural sector, believe that an important component of this goal is working with others to encourage and provide opportunities for young people to participate in personal and professional skills development.
“Support and information provision for young people to keep abreast of emerging rural issues is essential to the industry moving forward,” Mr Caracoussis commented. 
“Through the Future Farmers Network’s knowledge sharing and career support for youth in the industry, we believe we can ensure a vibrant future for the next generation of farmers.”
Delegates at the CEDA conference on Friday 18 September at the Hyatt Regency Hotel, Adelaide, will also hear from key speakers including an update of Agricultural Farm Surveys from ABARE, CSIRO Climate Adaption Flagship and CRC Molecular Plant Breeding.

For more information on the CEDA Conference visit www.ceda.com.au and to learn more about the Future Farmers Network visit www.futurefarmers.com.au. 
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